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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To efficiently conduct the color 
. designation of form overlay information which is to be 
overlay-printed on user character information, by a 
method wherein, in a multi-color image output device 
overlaying fixed image information on input image 
information, means for adding a color attribute to the 
fixed image information, for determining an output 
image color, and for changing the color attributes 
according to a predetermined instruction are provided 
respectively. 

CONSTITUTION: If receive data from a host computer 
is judged to be a form overlay register, predetermined 
information is registered to a form overlay page buffer 
6. If the judgement is negative, whether a color 
designation is inputted oh the host computer side is 
judged. In the former case, a color is designated. 
Thereafter, user character information is received 
from the host computer to be stored in a character 
page buffer 5. According to the color designation for 

the user character information, character code data is pattern-developed on a bit map 
memory 8 or 9 by a character generator part 7. Next, form overlay information is read from 
the page buffer 6 to be developed to the bit map memory 8 or 9. After all the information is 
developed, a multi- color printing is conducted in a printing part 10. In this manner, a 
synthesized output image can be formed. 
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